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Denver & Rio Grande Western's pocket streamliner, “Prospector”, 
running overnight between Denver and Sait Lake City. 





The Western Railroader 





NEVADA COUNTY N.G. 
SEEKS ABANDONMENT 
The Nevada 
County Narrow 
Gauge Railroad 
has applied to 
the Interstate 
Commerce 
Commission to 
abandon its 22 
miles of rail- 
road between Colfax and Grass 
“Valley and Nevada City. The 
shut-down of the gold mines for 
duration prompted the line to 
seek abandonment at this time. 
The company states that its fleet 
of busses and trucks could handle 
all expected traffic. 
§.P. JUICE HOGS SOLD 
The Southern Pacific has sold 
its electric freight motors 100- 
102 to the Iron & Steel Products 
Inc. of Illinois. The 100 was 
leased to the Petaluma & Santa 
Rosa for the past few years while 
the others were used in switch- 
ing service in Salem, Oregon. 


They will be reportedly resold to 
the Waterloo, Cedar Falls and 
Northern Ry. of Iowa. 
ae eae 
Southern Pacific station at 7th 
and Broadway has been convert- 
ed into a Mexican grocery store 
called “Mi Rancho”. 


— i — 
NEW SHASTA LINE 
OPENED BY S.P. 
rss Ch The new line of 
DA the Southern Pa- 
uk ax cific around the 
LINES Shasta Dam _ was 
ye eS / opened at 10 a.m. 
Toa \J March 15 between 
; Redding and Del- 
ta. The new line of 30.1 miles re- 
places a 37 mile line on the valley 
floor. The old line is still open 
for north bound freights while 
southbound freights and all pass- 
enger trains use the new line. The 
SP will continue running nass- 
enger trains from Redding to 
Coram, 13 miles, on the old line 
until the dam is completed. 


Cut on front cover courtesy STANDARD OIL BULLETIN, Stand-- 
ard Oil Company of California. 


Cut on page 7 couresty of Baldwin Locomotive Works. 
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A City Becomes a Town 


Bakersfield Loses Its Streetcars 


The City of Bakersfield is lo- 
cated within the rim at the south- 
ern end of the San Joaquin valley 
formed by the two mountain 
ranges that parallel the valley 
from north to south. In the early 
days two large railroads, the 
Southern Pacific and the Santa 
Fe connected a few miles to the 
south of the present site of Bak- 
ersfield, both of which built a 
station, yards, etc., but two miles 
apart. And as is usually the case 
people built around these stations; 
the Southern Pacific being lo- 
cated at Sumner (later Kern) 
and the Santa Fe in what is now 
the northwestern part of Bakers- 
field. Since the Southern Pacific 
at this date was the larger of the 
two roads and carried most of the 
people, the travelers who stepped 
off the train at the station of 
Sumner had “two miles of* mud 
or dust, depending on the season, 
before him on his-trip to Bakers- 
field”. 

Before 1887 the only transpor- 
tation between the two towns 
were the horse stages which were 
very undependable as to sched- 
ules, rates and fares. A few of 
the business men in the town of 
Bakersfield surveyed the situa- 
tion, and in 1887 a franchise was 
granted for a rail line to run 
from the Santa Fe station in 
Bakersfield to the Southern Pa- 


cific station in Sumner. Due to 
the high cost of construction for 
so small a project, they used 
second-hand mine rail for track 


and almost anything within easy 
reach of the trackmen for ties— 
with a subsequent decline in the 
local stock of fence posts and 
fire wood. 


The construction was finished 
in 1892 and the line was opened 
as a horse car line. The fare was 
25c for a one-way ride, but this 
was far lower than the prevailing 
rates on the stage coaches. The 
stages put up a show of com- 
petition, but in the end the rail 
line won. The horse car line ran 
until 1900 when the Bakersfield 
and Kern Electric Railway was 
formed to take over the horse 
car line and electrify it. 

The new owners began con- 
struction of a car barn at Union 
Avenue and 19th Street and re- 
placed the 16-pound mine rail 
with 36-pound girder rail pur- 
chased second hand in Los 
Angeles and Sydney. They order- 
ed four single truck cars from the 
Hammond Car Company in San 
Francisco which were numbered 
1 to 4. The first electric car ran 
in Bakersfield on March 24, 
1900. On the first day of opera- 
tion by electricity the line took 
in $150, equivalent to 3000 pay- 
ing passengers; but it is estima- 
ted that the crews allowed over 
a thousand others to ride free. 
The railway company was owned 
by the Power Transit and Light 
Company which was in turn 


owned by the Kern County Land 
Company. 
In 1902 three more cars were 
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ordered from the Hammond Car 
Company and were numbered 5 
to 7. In 1903 two extensions were 
built. One was from West 19th 
and F Streets to Oak Street and 
south on Oak to 17th; the other 
was the Chester Avenue line— 
both being operated until 1933. 

Between 1903 and 1908 new 
36-pound rail was laid on the 
main line which was replaced 
affer 1910 with 114 pound T-rail 
except between F and N Streets 
where 89-pound groved rail was 
used. In 1910 two double truck 
cars were built and numbered 8 
and 9. These were the first 
double truck cars on the system. 

Following the sale of the Bak- 
ersfield & Kern Electric Railway 
in July, 1910, to the San Joaquin 
Light and Power Company the 
company began some major im- 
provements. In February, 1911, 


six double truck, California type 


cars were ordered from. the 
American Car Company. These 
cars were placed in service on 
February 12, 1912, and for the 
first time the City of Bakersfield 
had “a first-class street railway 
equal to any other in the United 
States in quality if not in size”. 
On May 14th the Bakersfield & 
Kern abandoned their shops at 
19th and Union, and all cars 
were transferred to a new barn 
located at the north end of Recre- 
ation Park. 


1915 was the jitney era in the 
City of Bakersfield with as many 
as 45 autos operating at one 
time. The receipts of the street 
railway dropped as much as $60 
im a single day. The city had to 
choose however at an election in 
October between street cars or 


jitneys. The street railway won, 
and Bakersfield went on record 
as being the first city in Cali- 
fornia—and one of the first in 
the United States—to rid itself 
of this “public nuisance”. 


In this year the company made 
one more extension of the rail 
lines as well as starting its first 
bus line. The rail lime was the 
West Park District shuttle which 
connected with the main line at 
the Sante Fe depot and ran for 
about a mile west of the depot. 

The peak of rail transportation 
in the City of Bakersfield was 
1921 when the largest receipts 
were taken in. The track on 
Union Street was removed in 
1921. In 1922 the car barn at 
19th and Oak Streets was rebuilt 
and placed in operation. 


The Bakersfield & Kern Elec- 
tric Railway received permission 
from the California State Rail- 
road Commission to operate one- 
man cars in November of 1922, 
but this type of car was not put 
into operation until May of the 
following year. 

After 1924 some of the short 
branch lines began to loose money 
even at the existing fares of 10c 
cash, 7 tokens for 50c and weekly 
pass for one dollar. 

In 1933 the San Joaquin Light 
and Power Company sold its 
street railway properties to V. N. 
Mickelberry. Under the new 
management the Bakersfield & 
Kern Electric Railway abandoned 
the West Park-19th and North 
Chester lines, both of which were 
loosing money. After this reor- 
ganization the company began to 
operate at a profit and between 
1933 and 1940 it was able te place 
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several supplementary bus lines 
in operation. 

In 1938 the company employed 
18 men and had eleven cars on 
hand. The company paid $7,000 
in taxes and purchased all sup- 
plies and equipment locally. 

On June 30, 1939, the Bakers- 
field & Kern abandoned the 
South Chester shuttle line due to 
a street paving project, thus cut- 
ting street railway operations to 
one remaining line. 

In 1940 the company went into 
the advertising business in a big 
way with one of the birneys, 
number 19, being equipped with 


two large billboards and opera- 
ted as a traveling spectacle. 

The last remaining passenger 
operations ended February 28, 
1942 when car number 17 with 
operator Dick Niccola turned in 
to the barn for the last time. Final 
abandonment came as the track, 
wire and cars became so worn 
that they had to be replaced, and 
bus substitution was cheaper than 
rebuilding the street railway. 

So did the Bakersfield & Kern 
Electric Railway play its part in 
the development of Bakersfield 
to the metropolis of the southern 
part of the San Joaquin valley. 


i 


Bakersfield & Kern Equipment 


1- 4 Single truck, 24-passenger cars built by Hammond Car Co. in 
1900; mounted op Brill 21-NE trucks; one 25-hp. motor; 7 tons 
weight; 1, 2 and 3 scrapped; 2 converted to wrecker, later 
scrapped. : 


Double truck, 40-passenger cars built by Hammond Car Co. 
in 1902; semi-convertible car designed by E. M. Bral, super- 
intendent of B&K; 12-tons weight; No. 6 rebuilt, all scrapped. 
Double truck, 40-passenger car equipped with tao GE-800 
type motors; 13-tons; railroad roof; scrapped. 

Double truck, 40-passenger car built by the American Car Co. 
in 1911. 42 feet long, 17-tons, transit roof. Scrapped. 

Single truck birney car built by the American Car Company 
for the Union Traction Company of Santa Cruz, Calif. 16, 38 
scrapped. 


Single truck birney car built by the American Car Company 
for the Santa Barvara & Suburban Railway. 





The Western Railroader 





This Western Railroad Worid — 


ABANDONMENTS 

The Pacific Coast Railroad has 
applied to the ICC for permis- 
sion to abandon its Taylor 
Branch from Maple Valley, 
Washington, to Taylor, 8.7 miles. 

The Southern Pacific has asked 
the ICC for permission to aban- 
‘don part of its Smeltzer Branch 
exfending between Wintersburg, 
California, and Wiebling, 1.1 
miles. 

The Interstate Commerce 
Commission has approved the 
abandonment of the SP line be- 
tween Alhambra, Cal., and Du- 
arte, 13.3 miles, known as the 
Duarte Branch. 

The Northwestern 
Pacific has asked 


the ICC for permis- 
sion to abandon its 
lines from Larkspur 
to San Anselmo 3.1 
miles and from Fairfax to Man- 
or .7 miles. These are parts of 


the old suburban system not 
necessary for freight operations. 

The Southern Pacific is seeking 
to abandon its line between Lu- 
cin, Utah, and Ogden. via Cor- 
rine Junction, 146.9 miles. This 
is the original transcontinental 
line, but it has been replaced by 
the Lucin cut-off across the 
Great Salt Lake. Another appli- 
cation was denied as the ICC 
thought it was necessary as an 
alternate line, but the present 
application is based on the need 
for scrap. 

— 

SAN DIEGO REPORTS 


The ICC has approved the 
akandonment of the Lakeside 
branch of the San Diego & Ari- 
zona Eastern -as requested. 

The San Diego Electric has 
placed some of the Wilkes-Barrie 
cars in service on routes 7 and 9. 


Both the Salt Lake and Wilkes 
Barrie cars are numbered in the 
1000 series and will be used on 
the new line soon to be started 
between the Plaza and the Con- 
solidated Parts Plant. The new 
line will use parts of the old line 
towards Pacific Beach.—Duthie. 

The SD&AE is using SP 1644 
on the branch local and SP 2566 
on the night run. The Santa Fe 
has repainted 1369 in the con- 
ventional way after. several 
years of silver, red and yellow 
for the Valley Flyer.—Middle- 
brook. 

— a — 

STEAM JETS 


The new engine on the Ca- 
mino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe 
is the former number 52 of the 
Rockport Redwood Company 
which has abandoned its rail 
operations at Rockport, Calif. 
The engine is a two truck shay 
built by Lima. 

The Western 

Pacific has pur- 

} chased CNO&TP 
(Southern) num- 

ber 580 and has 

placed it in the 

124 class (2-5-0). 

—Richter. 

The Napa Valley is using both 
the Amador Central 6 and WP 
124 on its freight trains. 

The Southern Pacific’s narrow 
gauge line may be broad gauged 
in the months to come by the 
Japs now guests of the govern- 
ment in Owens Valley. 

Spreckles Sugar Company 
switcher 1085 (ex-SP) was 
shopped recently at the SP Bay- 
shore shops. 

AD Schader No. 5 is now back 
in service on the State Belt Line 
Railroad. The Vulcan built 0-6-0 
was originally a State Belt engine. 
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Sierra Nevada and otlier mountainous parts of se of engine and tender is 112 feet, two inches. 








N keeping with the war-time acceleration of its rail 
traffic, Southern Pacific Lines has ordered 70 of 


these giant heavy-duty, oil-burning freight and 
passenger steam locomotives from The Baldwin Loco- 
motive Works, Philadelphia. 

Engine cabs are in front for greater visibility over 
the heavy grades and through the tunnels of the 
Sierra Nevada and otiier mountainous parts of 





> 


Southern Pacific Lines where 175 of this general type 
of Baldwin-built locomotives will be in service with 
the completion of this latest order, Ten of the new 
engines already have been delivered this year. 

This is a Class 4-8-8-2 locomotive, with four cylin 
ders and a tractive force of 124,300 pounds. Engine 
and tender weigh 1,051,200 pounds. The tender holds 
6,100 gallons of oil and 22,000 gallons of water. Wheel 
base of engine and tender is 112 feet, two inches. 
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T & T REPORTED SOLD 

The Tonapah & Tidewater has 
been reported sold by the Pacific 
Coast Borax Co. to tax-free Brit- 
ish mining interests, who own 
brucite ore deposits at Luning, 
Nevada, and are building a mag- 
nesium plant at Boulder City, 
Nevada. At an investigation held 
it. was found that it would take 
400 trucks a day traveling on a 
non-existant 4-lane highway to 
do the hauling that will be re- 
quired. The report did not men- 
tion the Tonapah & Goldfield or 
the missing link between Beatty 
and Goldfield. 
PE GETS STEEL CARS 
FROM N.W.P. LINES 


The Pacific 
Electric has re- 
ceived 19 all-steel 
suburban cars 
formerly used on 
the Northwestern 
Pacific in Marin 
County. The cars were leased to 
the PE by the Southern Pacific 
for use on the Los Angeles-Long 
Beach line. The cars were built in 
1929 and 1930 by the St. Louis 
Car Company. 





BRIDGE CARS 

The shuffling of S.P. IER red 
cars has finally developed a pat- 
tern. The purpose seems to be 
that they were clearing some of 
the cars from the Mole so as to 
make room for the “red” cars 
that were stored in the Bridge 
Railway’s yard. This yard is en- 
tirely cleared of red cars now. 

Cars on the 7th St. curve have 
been removed and the tracks up- 
rooted between 7th St. and the 
trestle approach, the possibility 
being that they might remove the 
trestle entirely, some day. 


About 25 or so “red” cars have 
been moved out to the Bechtel 
Utah Construction Co. for storage. 

“Red” car No. 453, controller 
car, is parked back of 5th and 
Kirkham freight depot, in mobile 
condition, on a spur, possibly to 
supplement the other two dis- 
mantled cars as office space, in 
the future. 

_— ean 

KEY SYSTEM TRAINS 

. The Key Sys- 
tem has re- 
= turned to all- 
rail service on 
its A line ef- 
fective April 12 
thus replacing evening and Sun- 
day bus operations. Service on 
the F line is scheduled io be re- 
turned to all-rail in the very near 
future. 





a ee 
MARKET STREET RAILWAY 
R=PLACES BUSSES WITH CARS 
A substantial num- 


ber of busses have 
been shified off the 
Folsom Street (36) 


and San Bruno Ave- 
nue (25) lines during 
the peak hours and 
replaced by street 





been 


have 
cars. The return to. service of 


older cars is proceeding wi th 
number 265 (odd car) also being 
fixed. 
—_ ae 

SPARKS FROM UTAH 

The Utah Light and Traction 
is operating three cars as base 
service on its one car line in 
Salt Lake City with five cars 
used during the peak periods. 
Only eight cars remain in service. 

The Salt Lake & Ytah Rail- 
road has added three more trains 
to its ‘passenger runs due to in- 
creased traffic. 

















